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“Partying was partying. Middle
twenties, I was out there and
doing my thing. I found out that I
wasn’t missing nothing but
trouble.”

 ― Vencenia Walters

"The shadows, the noises, the
music, the hollering, the
screaming, the cursing. Jazz
music everywhere."

― Dr. Walter Pallmer

“Being good to somebody is
just like being mean to
somebody. Risky. You don't get
nothing for it.”

 ― Toni Morrison, 'Sula'

"The Bottom Dwellers: On Spiritual, Material, and Ontological
Sites of Deviant Making” by Zalika U. Ibaorimi considers the
pleasures and horrors of a place termed the “Bottom;”
however, in two parts, this lecture also regards “the Bottom” as
a material space and immaterial human/counter-human
sexual geographic space as fleshy. Identifying the bottom as a
fleshy space provides a cognizance of place within a
placelessness that exists outside of the boundaries of the
perceived Black deviant femme's significance. “The Bottom
Dwellers” interlocks the creative and imagined applications of
Black intracommunal relations of sexual shame, desire, and
pleasure. Through Toni Morrison’s 'Sula' (1973), the life of
Billie Holiday, and W.E.B. Du Bois’ 'The Philadelphia Negro'
(1899), I analyze how the materiality and ontology of those who
position themselves at the precipice of “the Bottom” create the
interlocking pathways between what is down below and what
births the “jawn. This is a reading list designed to accompany
the lecture.
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