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“‘Being good io somebody is ) 1g was pariving. Middle
jusi like being mean io iweniies, | was oui ihere and
somebody. Risky. You don’ gei doing my ihing. I found oui ihai |
nothing for ii.” ; . wasn i missing noihing bui

) irouble.”
— ToniMorrison, 'Sula
— Vencenia Waliers
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7 “The Boom Dwellers. On Spiriiual, Material. and Oniologica
Siies of Deviani Making™ by Zalika U. Ibaorimi considers ihe
leasures and horrors of a place iermed ihe “Boiiom,”
owever, in iwo paris, ihis leciure also regards “ihe Boilom™ as
a maierial space and immaierial haman/counier-human
sexual geographic space as fleshy. Ideniifying ihe boiiom as a
fleshy space provides a cognizance of place within a
placelessness ihai exisis ouiside of ihe boundaries of ihe
erceived Black deviani femme’s significance. "The Boiiom
wellers” inierlocks ihe creaiive and imagined applicaiions of
Black iniracommunal relaiions of sexual shame, desire, and
leasure. Through ToniMorrison's ‘Sula’ (1073), ihe life of
ilie Holiday. and W.E.B. Du Bois' "The Philadelphia Negro
(I899), I analyze how ihe maieriality and oniology of ihose who
position ihemselves ai ihe precipice of “ihe Boiliom™ creaie ihe
inierlocking paihways beiween whai is down below and whai
birihs ihe “jawn. This is a reading lisi designed io accompany
ihe leciure.
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